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DRAFTED BY EA/P:STAFF:PP 
APPROVED BY EA/P:MSMITH 

048465 

R 252102Z FEB 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO ALL EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC DIPLOMATIC POSTS 

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

TREASURY 

AMCONSUL BIEN HOA 
AMCONSUL CAN THO 
AMCONSUL DANANG 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMCONSUL NHA TRANG 
USDEL JEC PARIS 
USSAGE NAKHON PHANOM 
CINCPAC HI 
COGARD 

AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST BY POUCH 
XMT AMEMBASSY SUVA 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON 

UNCLAS STATE 042354 

COGARD FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, XC, US 

SUBJECT: FEBRUARY 25 EA PRESS SUMMARY 

1. INDOCHINA 

SEN BARTLETT AND REP MCCLOSKEY ARRIVED AT SAIGON MONDAY TO 
ASSESS PRES' REQUEST FOR MORE MIL AID (WSJ). BOTH SAID 
HAD "LANDED WITH OPEN MINDS," BUT BARTLETT NOTED MCCLOSKEY 
CONSIDERED DOVE "AND I...A HAWK." THEY EXPECT VISIT PP, 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AND HOPE RETURN WASHINGTON SUNDAY (NYT). MCCLOSKEY ON 
ARRIVAL SAID NEITHER WANTS TO CUT OFF AID AT THIS POINT, 

BUT LEVEL WILL DEPEND ON HOW WELL GVN IS OPERATING, POLITICA 
DISSENTERS, ORDER OF BATTLE AND AMMO USE; ADDED HE INTENDS 
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SEE THIEU OPPONENTS, INCLUDING VC. BARTLETT SAID WANTS 
APPRAISE MATTER OF INCREASED AID (UPI, NYDN). VISITORS 
SPENT AFTERNOON BEING BRIEFED BY AMB MARTIN AND OTHER 
EMBASSY OFFICIALS. BARTLETT AIDE SAID BOTH WILL SEE THIEU, 

AND ALSO TRYING ARRANGE TALK WITH REV THANH (ISAACS, SUN). 

SUN(SAIGON) QUOTES BARTLETT AND MCCLOSKEY THAT THEY WELCOME 
FULL PRESS COVERAGE, AND DENIAL THEY MIGHT BE EMBASSY 
"CAPTIVES." COMMENTS THAT FIRST FEW HOURS OF VISIT "STRONGL 
SUGGESTED OTHERWISE." SAYS MARINE GUARDS SCREENED PHONE 
CALLS, REFUSED TO LET REPORTERS SEE VISITORS AND AIDES, 

AND EMBASSY SPOKESMAN DECLINED RELEASE INFO ABOUT TODAY'S 
PLANS. STATES EMBASSY POLICY CHANGED AFTER SEVERAL NEWSMEN 
LEARNED OF SCHEDULED 2-DAY TRIP TO DELTA FROM OTHER SOURCES 
AND BADGERED EMBASSY FOR CONFIRMATION; TRIP WAS ANNOUNCED 
BUT TIMING MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR WIRE SERVICES. TV 
NETWORKS OR NEWSPAPERS TO ARRANGE COVERAGE. "LUDICROUS" 
EPISODE REFLECTS CONTINUING "WAR" BETWEEN PRESS AND 
EMBASSY. SUN REVIEWS AMB MARTIN'S RELATIONS WITH 
NEWS MEDIA. NOTES BARTLETT/MCCLOSKEY ARRIVAL CAUSED 
SKIRMISH WHEN PHOTOGRAPHERS BARRED FROM AIRFIELD, 

AND BAN TOUCHED OFF "LOUD SHOUTING MATCH" BETWEEN 
NEWSMEN AND EMBASSY'S JOHN HOGAN, AND RICHARD THOMPSON. 

HOUSE SPEAKER ALBERT ANNOUNCES DELEGATION OF 10 REPS 
WILL LEAVE FOR FACT-FINDING MISSION TO SVN AND CAMBODIA. 
MANSFIELD SAYS HE WILL NOT APPOINT SENATE DELEGATION 
BECAUSE TRIP WOULD INTERFERE WITH PENDING BUSINESS. 

HOUSE GROUP LED BY FLYNT, WHO SAID OTHERS ARE: ABZUG, 

FRASER, HARKIN, CHAPPELL, AND FENWICK; 4 MEMBERS DROPPED 
OUT AFTER ALBERT'S ANNOUNCEMENT (GRUB. NYT). WP'S 
LYONS REPORTS ON-AND-OFF DELEGATION SCHEDULED TO LEAVE 
TUESDAY MORNING FOR SAIGON. HARKIN CANCELLED, SAID 
WAS BECAUSE GVN WOULD NOT LET LUCE ACCOMPANY HIM. 

LYONS LISTS STRATTON, KEMP AND MURTHA AS ALSO GOING. 

SUN'S ISAACS NOTES TRIP HAS BEEN ENVELOPED IN UNUSUAL 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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CONFUSION SINCE FIRST PROPOSED. 

WP S MORGAN REPORTS HABIB TOLD SFRSUBC THAT GKR COULD BE 
OVERRUN UNLESS CONGRESS SENDS MORE AMMO; DOUBTED PP COULD 
SURVIVE MORE THAN MONTH OR TWO WITHOUT OUTSIDE SUPPLIES. 
OPINES "OPENING BID" BY ADMIN MET WITH COLD AND SKEPTICAL 
RESPONSE FROM HUMPHREY AND CASE. QUOTES HABIB THAT ADMIN 
STRATEGY IS TO TRY GET THROUGH NEXT 8 WEEKS UNTIL RAINY 
SEASON STARTS, WHEN FIGHTING WILL DIMINISH AND SUPPLIES 
CAN GET UP MEKONG. MORGAN POINTS OUT CONGRESS SHOWS NO 
ENTHUSIASM FOR EXTRA AID, BUT ADMIN SHOWS NO SIGNS BACKING 
OFF ON COMMITMENT TO LON NOL (WP FRONT-PAGES PHOTOS OF 
HABIB AND HUMPHREY). GELB NOTES HABIB DECLINED GIVE 
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ASSURANCES PP GOVT COULD SURVIVE EVEN IF CONGRESS 
PROVIDES SUPPLEMENTAL. 

HABIB TOLD SFRSUBC THAT 30-DAY EMERGENCY COMMERCIAL AIRLIFT 
WILT. START FROM SAIGON TO BRING 545 TONS OF RICE PER DAY 
AND MIL POL TO PP. HUMPHREY SAID MAJORITY OF CONGRESS 
PROBABLY WOULD FAVOR FOOD AIRLIFT, BUT NOT MORE MIL AID. 
HABIB REPLIED THAT NO POINT OF TALKING ABOUT FOOD AID 
WITHOUT TALKING ABOUT MUNITIONS ALSO. SINCE BOTH NEEDED 
FOR GKR TO SURVIVE (AP, SUN). MORGAN (WP) SEES APPARENT 
EFFORT TO PLACATE LIBERALS AND MODERATES WHO FEEL ADMIN 

PUTS MIL AID OVER HUMANITARIAN RELIEF IN HABIB'S ANNOUNC- 
EMENT FOOD AIRLIFT. QUOTES AID OFFICIAL THAT AIRLIFT 
WILL PROVIDE 17,500 TONS OF RICE MONTHLY OF 26,000 
TONS NEEDED. GELB QUOTES HABIB THAT WEEK S AIRLIFT 
OF FOOD WOULD COME FROM PREVIOUSLY OBLIGATED BUT AS 
YET UNEXPENDED ECON AID MONEY. NOTES HABIB ADDED 
THAT US PREPARED SEND 73 MIL DOLLARS IN FOOD AID TO 
CAMBODIA IN ADDITION TO 222 MIL DOLS IF CONGRESS APPROVED. 

US RELIEF AIDES EVACUATE NEAK LUONG (AP, SUN; WP - 
BOTH EXCERPTED IN FEB 25 USIA WIRELESS FILE). NYT’S 
SCHANBERG REPORTS INTENSIFIED SHELLING OF NEAK LUONG 
(EXCERPTED IN FEB 25 USIA WIRELESS FILE). 

INSURGENTS AMBUSHED, KILLED FANK GEN HEM PAO, COMMANDER 
OF TRAINING CENTER NEAR KOMPONG SPEU, ON ROAD 24 MILES 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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EAST OF PP (REUTER, NYT; WP; CHITRIB). FANK COL, 

GOVERNOR OF OUDONG PROV, KILLED IN REBEL GRENADE ATTACK 
SUNDAY (WP; CHITRIB). FANK 2ND DIV COMMANDER, GEN 
DIEN DEL, REPORTEDLY WOUNDED IN FIGHTING SE OF PP 
(WP). 

REBEL GUNNERS FIRE 23 ROCKETS INTO PP AIRPORT AND 
NEARBY MARKET, WOUNDING 5 AND DAMAGING US PLANE. 

FOUR ROCKETS HIT DOWNTOWN PP, WOUNDING 4; ONE HIT 
IN FRONT OF FRENCH EMBASSY (WP; CHITRIB). NEAK LUONG 
UNDER INCREASING ENEMY PRESSURE. REBEL GUNNERS BOMBARD 
AIRPORT AT TAKEO, KILL NINE ACCORDING FIELD REPORTS 
(CHITRIB). 

NCNA REPORTS SIHANOUK VISITED CHOU IN PEKING HOSPITAL, 

WITH FONMIN CHIAO PRESENT, NO OTHER DETAILS (AP, SUN). 

2. JAPAN 

ASAHI REPORTS US TO REMOVE THREE EARLY-WARNING RADAR 
BASES FROM JAPAN BY JUNE (WP). 
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AP (TOKYO) CITES SPACE AGENCY ANNOUNCEMENT 191-LB 
SCIENCE SATELLITE LAUNCHED INTO ORBIT MONDAY, JAPAN'S 
SIXTH. 

AP (TOKYO) NOTES MARITIME SAFETY AGENCY REPORT SOVIET 
PLANS LAUNCH SIX WEATHER ROCKETS IN NO PAC, ONE EACH 
FEB 24, 27, 28, MAR 5, 8, 11. 

UPI (RALEIGH, NC) CITES TENNESSEE COAL EXEC TELLING 
STATE UTILITIES COMM COAL PRICES INFLATED LAST FALL 
BY JAPANESE "BUYING SURGE" (BALTO N-A 2/24). 

JOCS SCHOEDEL REVIEWS ATLANTIC AND GULF PORTS SUIT TO 
ENJOIN THREE JAPANESE SHIPPING LINES FROM USING "MINI- 
LANDBRIDGE" TO BOOK CARGO ON EAST COAST, SHIP TO WEST 
COAST PORTS VIA RAIL. AND SPLIT REVENUES WITH RR. PORTS 
ARGUE JAPANESE HAVE NO RIGHT TO ARGUE POSSIBLE DAMAGE 
UNLESS PRODUCE DOCUMENTS TO SUBSTANTIATE CLAIMS. WHICH 
GOJ RELUCTANT TO PERMIT. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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UPI (TOKYO) CITES GOJ OFFICIAL THAT UNEMPLOYMENT WILL 
REACH 1.27 MILLION BY END OF MARCH (JOC). IN LAST 
OF SERIES ON SUBJECT, JOC (TOKYO) SAYS 2.5 PERCENT OF 
WORKERS, TRADITIONALLY HIRED FOR LIFE, FACE SPECTER OF 
JOB LOSS. 

3. KOREA 

ROKG ANNOUNCED "TOUGH CRACKDOWN" ON ANTI-GOVT 
ACTIVITIES MONDAY; JUSTICE MIN DENIES ALLEGATIONS 
POLITICAL PRISONERS TORTURED (WP). OPPOSITION DE- 
FIES WARNING, RENEWS CALL FOR POLITICAL REFORM. 

KIM YONG SAM TELLS PRESS REVISED CONSTITUTION 
"ONLY AND FINAL" SOLUTION TO POLITICAL UNREST, 

DEMANDS DISSOLUTION OF KCIA. DUP LEADER YANG IL 
DONG SAYS NEW CONSTITUTION NEEDED TO RESTORE MORE 
LIBERAL, DEMOCRATIC GOVT (AP, PHINQ). 

4. THAILAND 

SUN’S CORDDRY IN WASHINGTON SAYS US PLANS ANOTHER 
"SHARP REDUCTION" OF USAF IN THAILAND THIS SUMMER. 

TO "RESIDUAL FORCE” OF FEWER THAN 10,000 MEN, 150 
COMBAT PLANES (EXCERPTED IN FEB 25 USIA WIRELESS FILE). 

5. INDONESIA 

CHITRIB (JAKARTA) CITES ANTARA REPORT LEFTISTS HAVE 
PRATICALLY TAKEN CONTROL IN PORTUGESE TIMOR; MORE 
THAN 300 REFUGEES FLEE TO INDONESIAN PART OF ISLAND. 
LEFTISTS SAID ALLIED WITH FRETILIN PARTY, THAT WANTS 
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PORTUGESE TIMOR TO REMAIN WITH PORTUGAL. 

6. FIJI 

AP (SUVA) SAYS VISITORS' BUREAU CRACKS-DOWN ON 
"INADEQUATELY DRESSED TOURISTS," ORDERS POLICE TO 
KEEP SHIRTLESS MEN, GRASS-SKIRT CLAD WOMEN OFF STREETS 
(WP). 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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7. PACIFIC ISLANDS 

UPI'S NEWSOME (BALTO N-A 2/24) REMINDS OF STRATEGIC 
IMPORTANCE OF MICRONESIA AND REVIEWS MOVEMENT TOWARD 
NEW STATUS FOR ISLANDS. BUT ISLANDS NOT BELIEVED 
CAPABLE OF SUPPORTING SELVES, AND FOR US "GREATEST 
IMPORTANCE IS THAT THEY DO NOT FALL INTO OTHER HANDS." 

COMMENT AND ANALYSIS 

8. INDOCHINA 

S-N'S NOYES (FEB 23) SAYS "SANCTIMONIOUS THEORY OF 
AMERICAN LIBERALS THAT WE ARE DOING OUR INDOCHINESE 
ALLIES A GREAT FAVOR BY WITHHOLDING FROM THEM THE 
MEANS TO DEFEND THEMSELVES MAY HAVE A CERTAIN FEEBLE 
VALIDITY IN CAMBODIA'S CASE.” WAR THERE HAS BEEN 
MUCH SHORTER THAN IN SVN, CAMBODIANS ON BOTH SIDES 
ARE LESS IDEOLOGICALLY COMMITTED THAN IN VN STRUGGLE, 

AND TO LARGE EXTENT WAR WAS FORCED ON CAMBODIANS, BY 
PRESENCE OF VC AND NVA FORCES IN THEIR COUNTRY AND 
LATER BY SVN AND US INVASION IN SEARCH OF COMMUNIST 
SUPPLY AREAS. THESE SPECIAL FACTORS, PLUS CAMBODIANS' 
"NATURALLY PLACID TEMPERAMENT," SHOULD AT LEAST 
IN SOME DEGREE MITIGATE HARSHNESS OF EVENTUAL SETTLING 
OF ACCOUNTS BETWEEN RIVAL GROUPS. 

BUT IF ONE CAN BE MODERATELY HOPEFUL ABOUT CAMBODIA 
PROSPECTS, ACCORDING NOYES, THAT FEELING HAS NO 
SUBSTANCE WHATEVER WHEN APPLIED TO SVN. VIETS ARE NOT 
PEOPLE WHO SETTLE THEIR DIFFERENCES EASILY OR PAINLESSLY: 
THERE IS DEPTH OF HOSTILITY IN VN CONFLICT DUPLICATED 
PROBABLY NOWHERE ELSE ON EARTH. "THESE PEOPLE WILL 
NEVER SETTLE THEIR DIFFERENCES"; IF THEY GET THEIR 
WAY, NORTH VIETS WILL SIMPLY KILL SOUTH VIETS INTO 
SUBMISSION. 

CSM'S HARSCH TAKES ISSUE WITH ARGUMENT THAT INDOCHINA 
IS ALREADY DOOMED, SO US SHOULD NOT "THROW GOOD MONEY 
AFTER BAD." CONTENDS COMMUNIST PUSHES UNDERWAY AGAINST 
SAIGON, MEKONG DELTA RICE PADDIES AND PP DO NOT PROVE 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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CAUSE HOPELESS; MIL QUESTION IS WHETHER DEFENDERS 
CAN HOLD OUT ANOTHER EIGHT WEEKS AT MOST. THIS IS 
THIRD FIGHTING SEASON IN WHICH DEFENDERS HAVE DONE GREAT 
DEAL BETTER ON THEIR OWN THAN ANYONE EXPECTED; GIVEN 
ANOTHER YEAR, THEY JUST MIGHT MAKE IT ON THEIR OWN, 
PERMANENTLY. SEA IS LAST PLACE IN WORLD WHERE IDEOLOGICAL 
FRONTIERS NOT YET SETTLED; "SURELY ANOTHER 522 MILLION 

DOLS IS NOT TOO MUCH" TO ALLOW AREA'S ANTI-COMMUNISTS 
IN MATTER OF CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE TO THEM. 

WP COMMENTS ON CAMBODIA'S AGONY, SAYS ADMIN HAS YET TO 
SHOW IT UNDERSTANDS BASIS OF CONGRESSIONAL DOUBTS ON 
AID (IN FEB 25 USIA WIRELESS FILE). 

WICKER IN NYT SAYS SCHLESINGER WOULD FIND SELLING 
THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE EASIER THAN ADDITIONAL AID TO 
CAMBODIA. SAYS THERE IS NO END TO AID REQUESTS. 

REAL TRAGEDY IS THAT CAMBODIANS GETTING KILLED. 

SAYS EXTENT OF US INVOLVEMENT IN SIHANOUK COUP STILL 
NOT YET KNOWN. CONTINUED SUPPORT TO LON NOL LIKELY 
TO PRODUCE COMMUNIST TAKE OVER. SCARE TACTICS NOT 
LIKELY TO FRIGHTEN CONGRESS. NO AMERICAN HONOR 
AT STAKE IF CAMBODIA AND VIET NAM FALL. 

9. KOREA 

PHILA BULLETIN (2/16) CONDENSES SELIG HARRISON 
ARTICLE FROM FOREIGN POLICY, UNDER HEADLINE "KOREAN 
UNITY AWAITING UNCLE SAM'S DEPARTURE." HARRISON 
WRITES "UNASHAMEDLY REPRESSIVE" PARK REGIME PROVOKES 
MOST SERIOUS CONTROVERSY OVER US KOREAN POLICY SINCE 
AMISTICE, WHILE ORIGINAL JUSTIFICATION FOR US INVOLVEMENT 
WEARS THIN AS SINO-SOVIET SPLIT DEEPENS. STATES 
"SELF-RELIANCE" DOCTRINE SHOWS PYONG-YANG PRIORITIES 
"INCONTESTABLY KOREAN" AND STRENGTHENS KIM IL-SUNG’S 
NATIONALIST CREDENTIALS; IN CONTRAST, SAYS PARK WAS 
ALLOWED BY US TO SLIP INTO FINANCIAL DEPENDENCE ON 
TOKYO, TO RELIEVE PRESSURE FOR AID. OBSERVES DANGER 
RISES YEAR-BY-YEAR OF US INVOLVEMENT IN MILITARY-CUM- 
POLITICAL ENCOUNTERS WHERE STAKE HARDER TO IDENTIFY. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THEREFORE, URGES PHASED US WITHDRAWAL "CONSCIOUSLY 
DESIGNED TO OPEN THE WAY FOR A KOREAN RESOLUTION" OF 
UNSTABLE, UNNATURAL SITUATION. 

10. JAPAN 
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GLOBE'S STORIN IN TOKYO (2/23) NOTES RECESSION 
STRAINING TRADITIONAL EMPLOYMENT SECURITY: UP 
TO NOW, SLUMP MEANT REGULAR EMPLOYEES LAID OFF 
WITH PARTIAL PAY, EXECS' SALARY CUT; BUT LABOR 
MINISTRY NOTES RECENT RISE IN OUTRIGHT SEPARATION. 

IMPACT SHARPER ON MARCH GRADUATES, MANY OF WHOM 
FIND IOBS PROMISED EARLIER EVAPORATING. NOTES 
GOJ APRIL 1 BEGINS PAY FIRMS NEW FINANCIAL INDUCE- 
MENT TO KEEP LAYED-OFF WORKERS ON PAYROLL, 

AND NOT OFFER OVER-55 WORKERS EARLY RETIREMENT - 

THUS ABSORB PART OF COST OF WHAT PAID AS UNEMPLOYMENT 
BENEFITS IN US. 

GLOBE'S STORIN IN TOKYO (2/24) SEES JAPAN WOOED 
"NERVOUSLY" BY CHINA AND SOVIET IN RECENT WEEKS, 

BUT TILTING SOMEWHAT TO FORMER. PEACE TALKS WITH 
SOVIET AT "STANDSTILL" OVER NORTHERN ISLANDS ISSUE, 

AND SIBERIAN DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS "SHELVED INDEFINITELY," 
BUT RELATIONS WITH CHINA "ON UPSWING," WITH TRADE 
UP TO 3.4 BILLION DOLS LAST YEAR, COMPARED TO 2.5 
BILLION WITH SOVIET. AND JAPAN-CHINA TREATY LIKELY 
BY MID-YEAR - ONLY ISSUE IS LANGUAGE AIMED AT 
SOVIET EXPANSION IN PACIFIC, WHICH GOJ OFFICIALS 
BELIEVE CAN BE NEGOTIATED TO AVOID ANTAGONIZING 
SOVIETS "NEEDLESSLY." 

OBSERVES MIKI REPORTED CAUTIOUS ABOUT POSSIBLE 
INVOLVEMENT IN SINO-SOVIET SPLIT, BECAUSE HE FEELS 
JAPAN "NOT SOPHISTICATED ENOUGH TO CARRY OUT A 
FOREIGN POLICY LIKE THAT." DISCLOSES FM MIYAZAWA 
ACCORDING FRIENDS NE'ER HELD SOVIET IN HIGH REGARD, 

AND UNTIL RECENTLY DECLINED ATTEND NATL DAY RECEPTION, 
CITING SOVIET ENTRY INTO WWII AGAINST JAPAN IN 
VIOLATION OF NEUTRALITY PACT. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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QUOTES "HIGH OFFICIAL" LIKELY TO BECOME FUTURE PM, 

WHO SAID AT RECENT DINNER JAPAN INSTINCTIVELY FEARS 
SOVIETS MORE THAN CHINA, BUT NOTED ONE REASON JAPAN 
HAS NOT RATIFIED NPT IS CHINA'S FAILURE TO DO SO. 

KISSINGER 

NOTE BY OC/T: POUCHED BUDAPEST. 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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